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‘The lion and the unicorn
Were fighting for the crown
The lion beat the unicorn
All around the town.’
At our meeting at the beginning of the month, Terry Penny (teacher and mainstay of
Buckingham Gaolers) talked about nursery rhymes and their historical significance. This
particular rhyme was current in 1603, at the accession of James 1, so then, it seemed,
unification was to be celebrated. At the time of writing, no-one knows the outcome of the
Scots referendum on Friday, or even what will count as a victory, but how interesting that
many nursery rhymes contain subversive messages, parodying political or royal figures.
Maybe a few more will be written after 12th September.
Other examples: ‘Mary, Mary, quite contrary’ references Mary Tudor’s persecution of
Protestants; the ‘silver bells and cockle shells; referring to instruments of torture. ‘Goosey,
Goosey Gander,’ alludes to the persecution of catholic priests and ‘Humpty Dumpty’ a siege
in the Civil War. ‘Ride a cock Horse to Banbury Cross’ is a reference to Elizabeth 1’s visit to
Banbury and so on and so forth. Terry Penny’s interest in nursery rhymes began with
‘Listening with Mother,’ (anyone remember this radio programme too?) and obviously in
Terry’s case, it led to a much deeper, academic interest. The listening W.I. group was
enthralled by the talk and slides – in complete silence for over an hour. Quite an achievement
for us lot.
Speaking of achievements: those of you who attend
the Bucks Show at the end of August will probably
have seen a range of exhibits from the county’s W.I.
groups, each portraying a commonwealth country
on a plinth of no more than 16” diameter. There
were some amazing creations, each containing a
flower display reflective of their chosen country, a
baked item (in our case a Sri Lankan ‘love’ cake, a
craft item (we dressed up a doll in traditional Sri
Lankan kit) and a piece of prose, hand written. Jan
Davies, who’s a dab hand at all things creative, built
a kind of tower with shelves and then made an
extraordinary flower display at the top. This display
scored 19.5 out of 20, though other parts of the
exhibit scored slightly less, so we finished up in 4th
place, with a highly commended. There were 1.5
marks separating the 1st and 4th place, so we were
fairly delighted. Although Jan led the way, another
11 members of our group contributed to the final
effort, more or less a third of all our members, so to
describe it as a team success is entirely justified.
Very well done to all concerned.
Last point (honestly!) We’re hunting for interesting speakers for next year’s programme. Any
offers or suggestions gratefully received.
Cath Sayer
	
  

