T&T WI Report: October and November 2018
In London in 1750, adults drank an average of 181 litres of gin per year, or half a litre
per day. Compared with Thornborough circa 2018, that’s pretty excessive, although
some would say, a ‘Gin Craze’ is currently underway, possibly assisted by easy access
to Foxdenton gins (cf: ‘Kiwi and Pomme: Buckingham stockists). Certainly, some kind of
frenzied buying of gin took place at the November W.I. meeting, following numerous
‘tastings’ of this delicious brew. The talk was most entertaining too (by Nick Radcliffe –
current owner and descendant of this hugely successful family company) all about the
history of gin and the distillation processes and the extraordinary mix of ‘botanicals’
added to neat liquor to give it its unique taste – mainly juniper of course, but also,
coriander seeds, lime flower and angelica. By the time we’d finished guzzling all the
samples, a warm glow bathed the erstwhile rather chilly environs of the village hall.
On the subject of rooms with a warm glow, it’s hard for our humble village hall to
compete with the magnificent Amber Room – constructed from amber panels, backed
with gold leaf and mirrors. Our speaker in October was Mike Bartlett, who shared
information about what many consider to be this ‘eighth wonder of the world’. The
chamber originally was built in 1701 and installed in the palace at St Petersburg, but
‘disappeared’ during the war, so that it was not until 2003 that a replica was
completed in the Catherine Palace. A number of W.I. members have seen this
legendary room and confirmed that its brilliance and scale are jaw-dropping; well
worth a visit, though a bit of a trek from Thornborough.

At home, then, to more immediate matters: three of our trusty committee members
are stepping down from their roles in the W.I. and in their words, ‘making way’ for
others to take charge at the helm. Jan Davies, our president of many years and
Suzanne Osborn, activities arranger and general organiser, and Ren Wyatt our
secretary have all given such generous and devoted service that Fiona’s fine speech in
recognition of their work, raised many lumps in the throat. However, others have
agreed to take on these roles (thankfully) so that we were able to welcome Teresa
Connolly to the role of president and Pam King as secretary. Sue Percival has kindly
agreed to continue as Treasurer and with five others, a committee has formed!
Watch this space for lots more interesting events and activities – not least, next
month’s meeting – 7.30pm TVH 5 th December. New members are always welcome, and
those just curious to ‘taste’ what’s on offer, be certain that you’ll be made to feel at
home. Please note too, our website details, where further information is available.
www.thornboroughandthorntonwi.org

