Thornborough and Thornton W.I Report October 2015:
Interesting that on the Great British Menu series of TV programmes of the last few weeks, top chefs
in the country have been using all their creativity and ingenuity to prepare dishes worthy of a W.I.
Centenary bash. Noteworthy has been the number of times the idea of ‘perfection’ has been
referred to – not that this is a concept that is achievable – but it seems to be common knowledge
that the W.I. (and all who sail in her) aspires always to do and be their best. In this month’s
Buckinghamshire Federation W.I. newsletter, it is astonishing how many competitions there are –
jigsaws, numerous craft items, general knowledge quizzes, flower festivals, museum displays,
photographs – perhaps because competition (frowned upon in some circles) does encourage
standards of excellence from its participants. This is certainly true for The Great British Menu, and
perhaps more generally too.

You wouldn’t have thought the speakers at our last meeting were especially competitive types with
their gentle and unassuming manner, but it became evident in the talk about their trip to Ethiopia,
that these were steely travellers with vision and purpose. Roy and Jenny Rawson - with wonderful
visual commentary – described the history, geography and culture of this landlocked outpost, with
fascinating detail. For example, the Axumite empire (about 1000 AD) carved a solid rock of stone
which is the highest/ longest ever attempted from one piece, called the Great Stele; and in a place
called Lalibela, there are three storey high churches cut down into the ground which are still used
today. Wildlife is plentiful with many different birds – pelicans, ostrich, hamerkop, sunbirds, wagtails
and with a people still living the old, simple life of farming and trade, juxtaposed with signs of twenty
first century living – like a hydroelectric dam and a penchant for hard hitting satire as entertainment.
What was striking about these speakers, though, was their interest in supporting two really
important charities: the Addis Ababa Fistula Project which is now achieving world-wide renown, and
Hope Enterprises which helps street children by providing basics like food and shelter, but also
teaching them skills which will help self-sufficiency in later life. Now there’s a competitive world if
ever there was one: how to make your chosen charity speak to a world full of need and competing
interests. Roy and Jenny Rawson – without much fancy tech to help them or a vast budget, have
found a way of making something very important known to the W.I., who (as we know) just love a
good cause.
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