THORNBOROUGH AND THORNTON W.I.: FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2017
You will have heard of Roy and Jenny Rowlson in these columns before - last October to be exact when
they spoke of their trip to Ethiopa. These seasoned travellers make a habit of investigating all the
treasures, architecture, wild-life, habits and customs to be found on a major trek through some difficultto- reach outpost on the world map. This month's talk (and slide show) was describing The Silk Road an ancient trading route connecting western and eastern cultures and economies. Roy and Jenny
brought with them some examples of silk made in Kashgar, beautiful and vibrantly coloured scarves, still
a trade of great significance in this part of the world, where attention is paid to the cultivation of the
mulberry tree whose leaves the little silk worm devours before being consigned to silk-making.
Along with information on mosques and minerets, rivers and reservoirs, camels, caravanserai, trained
goats to lead tourists,and a London bus seen in Bishtek, we heard of a number of 'leaders' whose fame
or infamy is enshrined in their mausoleums. Amir Temur, for instance,, military genius and nomadic
conqueror, allegedly killed off 17 million people in his quest for power. Ulugh Bek, a 15th century
mathematician and astronomer, built a massive observatory in Samakind, but was eventually beheaded
by his own son. Hard times.

What a contrast with February's lecture on Men in Sheds! Sounds inauspicious admittedly, but few of us
knew that there are 359 sheds in the UK (97 in development) with over seven thousand members, a
phenomenon which began in Australia and is now spreading word-wide. So what happens in the shed?
Well, men make stuff - each shed has its own activities: model railways, photography, metalwork with
coffee and chat. There's one in Buckingham, behind the Woolpack and Andy Savage who helped set it
up, told us of their endeavours. This group uses woodwork to make bird feeders and gardening planters
and trugs which they then sell to other community groups, neighbours and friends. W.I. members were
agog. Could this be a parallel universe to our own W.I.? There are obvious differences, but in essence
both these organizations offer a social network, interesting things to do and listen to and escape from ....
whatever needs to be escaped from!
Men in Sheds, Buckingham Tuesdays, 10:00am to 1:00pm – Fridays, 10:00am to 2:00pm
The Cote, next to The Woolpack, 57 Well Street, Buckingham, MK18 1EP.
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